FactSheet

Clbum StreetW ellSie
Operbl Uniths
G rand Island, Nebraska

INTRODUCTION

The U S.Envionm ental Protection A gency
EPA ) would lke yourcomm entson a
proposed plan o address contam nated soil
and ground w ateratpartof the C lebum
StreetW ell site known as O perable Unit
(OU) 5. EPA isproposing the use of a soil
vapor extracton Air sparging system to clean
up soiland ground w ater contam nation at
OuU>5.

Comm ents w 1l be taken on the proposed plan
through June 30, 2001. A flerreview Ing the
comm ents, EPA , in coordination w ith the

N ebraska D epartm entof Environm ental
Quality NDEQ ), w illdecide how to address
the contam mated soil and ground w aterat
OUS5. The finaldecision w illbe published n a
Record of Decision ROD ). TheROD will
also nclude a sum m ary of EPA ’s responses
to the com m ents received during the public

comm entperiod.
SITE BACKGROUND
EPA hasdivided the C leoum StreetW ell site

to five operable units, bassd on the various
sources of the contam natdon. OU 5 is ocated
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PUBLT MEETING AND
COMMENT PERDD

EPA willhold a public m esting to provide
Inform ation on the proposed plan forOUS.
Them eeting w illbe held:

Tuegday,June 19,2001
7:00pm.
G rand Islnd Public School
Adm nistration Building
W estConference R oom
123 S.W ebb Road
G rand Islnd, N ebraska

EPA w ill gke comm ents on the proposed
pln through June 30,2001. Comm entsm ay
e m ade at the public m esting or sentto
EPA atthe address listed below :

D ine Huffm an
Environm ental Protection A gency
O ffice of Extemal Program s
901 N .5" Street

Kansas Ciy,Kansas 66101
Fax (913) 551-7066
huffm an disne@ epagov

T centtal dow ntow n G 1and Island, w estof Liincon Street and the Union Pacific R aiload tracks.
Land use 1n the area is light Industrial, comm ercial and residential.

Contam Tnation w as firstdetected 1n G 1and Islnd’s drinking w aterw ells n 1984 . The Lincoln



Streetw ell, Jocated w ithtn the OU 5 area, w as shut dow n and abandoned in 1994 because itw as
contam nated. Th 1998, the Union Pacific Railroad UPRR ), ownerof the OU 5 propetty, signed
an agreem entw ith EPA to conductan nvestigation of the contam nation atOU 5. Contam nation
atO U5 ism ost lkely due to goills and leaks that occurred w hen the N ebraska Solvent C om pany
operated a business on the property . The business, w hich operated from the 1930s through the
early 1970s, stored and distributed organic solvents and hydrocarbon chem icals.

The contam ants found atO U 5 include volatile organic com pounds (VO Cs) such as
tetrachoroethylene (PCE), tdchloroethylene (TCE), and hydrocarbons. PCE isused in dry
cleaning and TCE isa cleaning solvent. Hydrocarbons are found i petroleum products such as
m ineral soirits and naptha.

PROPOSED PLAN

Six cleanup altematives w ere evaluated to address the contam fnation atOU5. EPA is proposing
the use of a soil vaporextraction Air gparging system  (see diagram below ) to clean up soiland
ground w ater contam Ination atOUS5. A Ir goarging consists of pum ping air through verticalw ells
nto the ground w aterto flush the contam hants upw axd o the area w here they are collected by
the soil vaporextraction system . The soil vaporextraction system also ram oves contam nants
from the soil. Tfnecessary, vapors can be treated before being released to the air. The soil vapor
extracton /Aair sparging system should reduce the contam nants in the soil and restore the ground
w ater to drinkIng w ater sendards w ithin five years.

The soil vaporextraction/Air sparging system w il provide overall protection of hum an health and
the environm ent. It is algo m ore costeffective than other altematives, w ill cleanup the

contam nation relhtively quickly, and m eets federal and sate environm ental requirem ents.
addition, ithasbeen effective in cleaning up contam hation at sin ilar Superfimd sites.
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TO MAKE COMM ENTS

EPA encourages com m uniy m em bers to review and comm enton the proposed plan forOUS.
Y our comm ents w illbe m osteffective if you consider the follow Tng guidelines:

e Explain yourview s and telluswhy you feel thatw ay .

e Do you supportordisagree w ith the recom m endation? B e specific aboutw hich parts if
you can.

e Can you provide exam ples oroffer altematives?

FORMORE INFORMATION

The O U 5 proposed pln and other site-related docum ents are availbble to the public forreview .
These docum ents are partof the A dm nistrative R ecord, availbble at the follow ing locations:

Edith AbbottM em orial L brary EPA Region 7
211 N .W ashington Street 901 N .5" Street
G 1and Islbnd, N ebraska 68801 Kansas Ciy,Kansas 66101

T you have questions about this fact sheet orneed additional nform ation regarding this site,
please contact:
D ine Huffm an
Comm uniy Twvolvem ent C cordinator
U S.EPA Region 7
O ffice of Extemal Program s
901 N orth 5™ Street
Kansas Ciy,Kansas 66101
(913) 551-7003 ortoll-free at 1-800-223-0425
E-m ail: huffm an disne@ epagov



